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About the Company

Mad River Theater Works is a professional touring theater
company based in West Liberty, Ohio. Our purpose is to craft
plays that are both drawn from and produced for the people of the
farms and small towns of rural America, and to communicate the
concerns and insights of our communities to people everywhere.
Since 1978 we have collected stories, molded this material into
plays, and performed our work at community centers, schools,
colleges, and theaters throughout the United States reaching an
annual audience of over 70,000 through over 200 performances.

Mad River Theater Works is one of only a handful of
professional theaters in the United States based in rural
communities. Our unique mission has attracted the support of the
National Endowment for the Arts, as well as foundations,
corporations, and individuals.

Special Support

Mad River Theater Works is particularly grateful for the
generous ongoing support of the Martha Holden Jennings
Foundation. The Foundation has been the primary sponsor of the
school touring programs of Mad River Theater Works for the past
four years. Their assistance has made this program possible.



The Artists

Jo Frannye Reichert (Rosa Parks) is appearing for the first
time with Mad River Theater Works. She is a native of Yellow
Springs, Ohio. Jo Frannye has performed with the Human Race
Theatre Company, the Ohio Lyric Theatre, has appeared in
industrial and independent films and sang back-up vocals for local
artists. Her roles include Diana Morales in A Chorus Line, Anita in
West Side Story, Mae West in Mae West and 10 Good Men, and the
title role in Peter Pan. Jo Frannye is a graduate of the University of
Dayton with a B.A. in Theatre Performance and she is the Choir
and Music Ministries Director at Saint Paul Church in Yellow
Springs, has choreographed many musicals and has taught dance
for the musical theater as guest faculty at Cedarville University.

Charles Wesley Lattimore (E.D. Nixon) from Orlando, FL.
received his B.A. degree in theatre performance from Florida
A&M University where he was elected by popular demand to be
the first (MR. FAMU) King of the University in its existence. This
multi-talented singer, dancer, actor, recording artist has been heard
and seen on stages across the country with rave reviews in such
shows as Dreamgirls, Five Guys Named Moe, Everybody’s Her,
the Jackie Robinson story, Piano Lesson, Good God Almighty,
Blues for Alabama Sky, One Mo' Time, Sophisticated Ladies, and
The Wiz. A jack-of-all-trades and master of most, Charles is no
stranger to Mad River Theater Works and is glad to be back for
another season.

Sadie and Raiford Faircloth (Mary Ann, Miss Evans and
Grandpa, Myles Horton) are talented and experienced performers
with a passion for music and telling stories. Originally from
Memphis, Tennessee, Sadie grew up playing the piano and singing
with her family. Raiford’s father was a recording artist for Decca
Records and began performing with his father’s band when he was
only ten years old in Chattanooga, Tennessee. Sadie and Raiford
were married in 1973 and have played in bands together ever since
including Bluebird Special, Studillac, the Modulators, and
Crosseyed Cat. Well-known to college and coffeehouse audiences
across the country, Sadie and Raiford are appearing with Mad
River Theater Works for the first time. They bring outstanding
musicianship and a keen awareness of the importance of the history
of the Civil Rights movement to their roles in No Easy Walk.



Cherise Jefferson (Jackie) is an actress, writer, and educator
who has enjoyed an extensive career in the theatre, film, television,
and radio industries. She has worked regionally, nationally, and
internationally entertaining audiences of over 500,000. Some of her
past stage credits include national tours of I Have A Dream and
Poetry Alive! Other regional select credits include A Raisin in the
Sun, Fences, To Kill A Mockingbird, Blues For An Alabama Sky, A
Midsummer Nights Dream, and many more. Cherise originated
many roles including her most recent portrayal of Dr. Quinn in the
Messages of Empowerment Production of Divine Intervention,
which is now slated for national tour. Cherise received an Irene
Ryan nomination for her portrayal of Mrs. Christine Linde in
Ibsen’s A Doll House and is a proud member of arts and civic
organizations such as the Baltimore Theatre Alliance, New Jersey
Theatre Alliance, NAACP and the National Congress of Black
Women. Cherise has a nationally accredited degree in Theatre from
Valdosta State University and presently resides in Atlanta, Georgia.
Cherise says, “There is no such thing as failure, unless you quit!”

Jeff Hooper (Writer, Director) is the founding director of Mad
River Theater Works. His writing and direction credits include
work at Actors Theatre of Louisville, Indiana Repertory Theatre,
Arena Stage in Washington, D.C., Berkeley Stage Company in
Berkeley, California and Roadside Theater of Whitesburg,
Kentucky. He was also a Founding Director of the Half Moon
Theater in London, England. He has written over twenty-five
original scripts for Mad River Theater Works including Captive
Heart, John Henry, Freedom Bound, Wings of Courage, and The
Legend of Casey Jones. He also collaborated with Native
American Poet Lance Henson to create Cry of the Americas and
Coyote Road and directed the premiere of John Olive's Evelyn and
the Polka King at the Humana Festival of New American Plays at
Actors Theatre of Louisville in 1992. Coyote Road has been
translated into French and was presented in 2001 at the Theatre
Montansier in Versailles, France. He was awarded an Ohio Arts
Council Playwriting Fellowship in 1989-90 and has served on
numerous panels for the National Endowment for the Arts, the
Ohio Arts Council, the Massachusetts Cultural Council, and the
Florida Arts Commission. He is also a site reporter for the NEA.

Bob Lucas (Composer) comes from a singing family tradition.
He is a rhythm guitarist, banjo player, old time fiddler and has a
rich tenor voice, spanning over three octaves. As a composer and
lyricist with Mad River Theater Works, he has collaborated with
playwright Jeff Hooper to create Freedom Bound, Black Hats, A



Christmas Carol, and Evelyn and the Polka King and has acted as
musical director and performed in those plays and many others.
Bob was music director and performed in Evelyn and the Polka
King at Actors Theater of Louisville, Steppenwolf Theatre,
Chicago, and City Theatre in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Moreover,
Bob is a songwriter whose words and tunes have been praised by
"Melody Maker" and "Pickin" Magazine, and two of his songs
appear on Alison Kraus’ Grammy award winning album New
Favorite. Bob’s first album, The Dancer Inside You, received a 4-
star rating from "Downbeat" Magazine and Bob has recently
released a new CD with his daughter Chloe, Kin. Bob's musical
expertise encompasses folk, bluegrass, swing, rock, and spiritual
music of many genres.



Synopsis

The play opens at the end of our story on the streets of
Montgomery, Alabama, in December of 1955. The audience meets
two African-Americans who have just found a flyer laying in the
street. We learn that Rosa Parks has been arrested for refusing to
give up her seat on a bus to a white person and a boycott of city
buses is planned to protest her arrest and trial. The cast sings a
song about the boycott called “Freedom Calling.”

The play then transports the audience back to Pine Level, Alabama,
in 1923 where Rosa Parks spent much of her childhood. Rosa
jumps rope and sings rhymes with neighborhood kids until she is
overheard by Mary Ann, a white girl. Fearful of what the girl will
do, Rosa says “It’s just a silly little thyme. I don’t mean you do
harm...” Mary Ann threatens to tell her father, who is Rosa’s
father’s boss. Rosa pleads with her not to tell. Mary Ann then
befriends her. As the girls chat and Rosa is drawn in by Mary
Ann’s interest in her, she tells her that she likes poetry, especially
Paul Lawrence Dunbar. When Rosa tells Mary Ann that Dunbar is
African-American, Mary Ann is shocked and turns on Rosa. Rosa
threatens Mary Ann if she tells about their conversation but knows
that Mary Ann will report their confrontation anyway.

The play transitions to Rosa’s
grandfather’s house and the audience
learns that Rosa was born in February,
1913, the daughter of a carpenter and
teacher. Rosa arrives to visit her
grandfather, Sylvester Edwards, an
older African-American, who is light
skinned and has often passed for white.
He tells her that Mr. Hudson, Mary
Ann’s father, has stopped by and told
Rosa’s mother not to let her daughter
tease his little girl again. Sylvester
warns Rosa not to mess with “Mr. ;
Charlie,” his name for white folks and '\ g% | v | =24
sings a song called “Jump, Mr. Charlie, Jump” about his
confrontations with whites.

The next scene takes place as Rosa prepares to start seventh grade.
Rosa arrives at Miss White’s Industrial School for Girls in
Montgomery and is greeted by Miss Evans, a white lady. Rosa says
there must be some mistake but Miss Evans reassures her that no



indeed, this is a school for colored girls. Rosa tries to leave and
says she would rather study in a school with colored teachers. Miss
Evans persuades her to stay and give it a try, as she doesn’t have
much choice if she wants an education. Rosa relents and is then
introduced to Jackie, another student at the school. Jackie promises
to show how to have fun despite Miss Evans’s strict rules. Rosa
insists she’s just there to study but Jackie says “If you don’t know
how to shimmy, then you haven’t lived.”

The play then takes the audience to the end of her eleventh grade
year. Rosa must drop out and go home to care for her sick mother.
Rosa and Jackie sing “Where I Come From” about responsibility,
=T = = family and

community. Rosa
goes to set up house
with her family in
Montgomery but
soon meets
Raymond Parks, a
barber and one of
the founders of the

3 , @, ' local chapter of the

— : NAACP. The men

of the chapter hold a meeting in the Parks’s living room, armed
with guns to protect themselves. Rosa keeps watch at the door but
is adamant that she wants them gone as quickly as possible because
she thinks the guns put them all in danger. E.D. Nixon introduces
himself to her and asks why she is so upset. Rosa says that she
wants to join the NAACP but her husband won’t give his
permission. Nixon refuses to help Rosa overcome the wishes of her
husband.

Rosa decides to take matters into her own hands and goes to the
Montgomery County Courthouse to register to vote. There she
again meets Miss Evans who now works for the Board of
Elections. She also runs into Jackie who has come back to take the
required citizenship test for a third time. Jackie gets irate and
warns her that the process is rigged and they don’t want to let
colored people register to vote. Incensed by this she decides to go
against Raymond’s wishes and join the NAACP.

Rosa shows up for her first meeting with the NAACP and pays her
dues in full for the year saying she doesn’t want there to be any
doubt about her commitment to the cause. E.D. Nixon ribs Rosa
about whether or not she has a sense of humor. Rosa insists she is



not always serious and E.D. says he’s relieved, “I was beginning to
think I was gonna have to wear my funeral suit to meetings from
now on.” E.D. and Rosa sing “Welcome to the Party” about trying
to be happy in spite of the mountain they have to climb.

Rosa finally succeeds in registering to vote but comes to realize
that it will take more than elections to abolish segregation. Rosa
has become secretary of the Montgomery chapter of the NAACP
and one of her jobs is recording the stories of African-Americans
who have faced discrimination. She is confronted with taking her
friend Jackie’s statement about witnessing a murder.

In the spring of 1955, Rosa attends a Civil Rights workshop at the
Highlander Center in Tennessee. Rosa meets Myles Horton who
asks how things have been going in Montgomery. He asks her to
_— tell him the troubles on
the city buses. Rosa and
Myles talk about the
struggle for Civil Rights.
Myles tells Rosa that the
rights of all people, black
and white, must be
respected for true equality
to exist.

Lak Rosa returns to
Montgomery She attends a Bible study group where much to her
surprise she is greeted by Miss Evans. Miss Evans takes the
opportunity to apologize to Rosa for what she did to her while
working at the Courthouse. She says “The way you were treated
wasn’t right”. Miss Evans sings “Forgiveness” and Rosa joins her.

The scene shifts to steps outside the Montgomery County Jail
where Rosa tells E.D. and Jackie how she sat down on the crowded
bus and decided not to stand up when the bus driver told her to
move. Jackie and E.D. chime into the role of the bus driver as Rosa
tells the story. The other actors join the scene as narrators and they
all sing “I Will Sit Down” Rosa says, “Some people say I was tired
that day and that was why I wouldn’t give up my seat. But the only
tired I was, was tired of giving in. The time had come for someone
to make a stand, and that person was me. [ wasn’t a hero. I was just
an ordinary person who decided to sit down and be counted.” They
all sing “Freedom Calling” and tell of the successful bus boycott
which resulted in the desegregation of the buses of Montgomery.



Rosa Parks

Rosa Parks was an ordinary American citizen who made
extraordinary history on December 1, 1955, by refusing to give up
her seat on a bus to a white man. Her subsequent arrest and trial for
this act of civil disobedience kicked off the Montgomery Bus
Boycott, one of the largest social movements of the 20th century,
and launched Martin Luther King, Jr. to the forefront of the
burgeoning Civil Rights Movement.

+ » Rosa Parks was born Rosa
McCauley in Tuskegee,
Alabama, on February 4, 1913,
to James and Leona
McCauley, respectively a
carpenter and a teacher. When
her parents separated they
moved to Pine Level, Alabama
where Rosa lived with her
mother, brother and
grandparents. She was
homeschooled until she was

11 and then enrolled at the
Industrial School for Girls in
Montgomery where she took
vocational and academic
courses. She then went on to
study at the Alabama State
Teachers College for Negroes but left before graduating to care for
her ailing mother and grandmother.

Parks set up housekeeping in Montgomery, Alabama and soon met
Raymond Parks, a barber and one of the founders of the local
chapter of the NAACP (National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People). Rosa took a number of jobs ranging from
domestic worker to hospital aid. At her husband’s urging, she
finished high school in 1933 at a time when less than 7% of
African Americans had a high school diploma.

In December 1943, Parks went against her husband’s wishes and
also joined the NAACP. She served as secretary to the then
president, E.D. Nixon. She continued as secretary until 1957. She
and her husband were also members of the Voters’ League. Parks
also worked as a seamstress for a white couple, Virginia and
Clifford Durr, who treated her with the same respect afforded to
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white people. With the Durrs’ sponsorship and encouragement, she
attended the Highlander Folk School, an education center for
workers’ rights and equality in Tennessee.

Deeply moved by the brutal murder of Emmett Till in August
1955, Parks attended a ; 2

mass meeting in
Montgomery which
focused on this murder
and other recent local
murders. It was only
four days before her
historic refusal to give
up her seat on the bus.
Reflecting on her life
many years later, Parks
remarked, ‘“People
always say [ didn’t give up my seat because I was tired, but that
isn’t true. I was not tired physically or no more tired than I usually
was at the end of a working day. I was not old, although some
people have an image of me being old then. I was forty-two. No,
the only tired I was, was tired of giving in.”

Rosa Parks later moved to Detroit and served on the staff of
Congressman John Conyers She died in Detroit in 2005.
- e T
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Civil Rights Timeline

May 17, 1954

Supreme Court rules in landmark Brown vs. Board of
Education of Topeka, Kansas that segregation in public
schools is unconstitutional.

August, 1955

Emmett Till, a 14 year old Chicagoan visiting
Mississippi, is kidnapped, brutally beaten and murdered.
The case becomes a cause celebre for the Civil Rights
Movement.

December 1, 1955

Rosa Parks refuses to give up her seat to a white man on a
bus in Montgomery, Alabama, kicking off the
Montgomery Bus Boycott.

January, 1957

Martin Luther King, Charles Steele and Fred
Shuttlesworth establish the Souther Christian Leadership
Conference, integral in the organization of the Civil
Rights Movement and upholdings its principles of dignity
and non-violent civil disobedience.

September, 1957

In Little Rock, Arkansas, nine black students are blocked
from entering all white Central High School on order
from the Governor. The Federal government send in the
National Guard to intervene on behalf of the students.
They become known as the Little Rock Nine.

April, 1960 The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee
(SNCC) is formed, giving students a place and voice in
the Civil Rights Movement.

May, 1961 The Congress of Racial Equality sponsor “Freedom

Riders”, student volunteers who travel throughout the
South to test out new laws that prohibit racial segregation
on interstate highways. Many are beaten by angry mobs
along the way.

April 16, 1963

Martin Luther King is arrested and jailed during anti-
segregation protests in Birmingham. He writes his
seminal “Letter From Birmingham Jail” on every
person’s moral responsibility to disobey unjust laws.

August 28, 1963

200,000 people join the March on Washington and listsen
to Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” speech.

September 15, 1963

Four young girls are killed in Birmingham, Alabama
when a bomb explodes as they attend Sunday school at
the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church, setting off riots.

July 2, 1964

President Johnson signs the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the
most sweeping civil rights legislation since the
Reconstruction.




August 4, 1964

The bodies of civil rights workers, James Chaney,
Andrew Goodman and Michael Schwerner, are found
buried in an earthen dam. They had been helping to
register black voters and investigating the burning of a
black church. They were murdered by the Klu Klux Klan.

February 21, 1965

Malcolm X, black nationalist and founder of the
Organization of Afro-American Unity, is shot to death.

August, 1965

Race riots erupt in the Watts section of Los Angeles,
California.

April 4, 1968

Martin Luther King is shot to death as he stands on the
balcony outside his motel room in Memphis, Tennessee.
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The Montgomery Bus Boycott

Contrary to popular myth, the Montgomery Bus Boycott was not an
impromptu reaction to years of segreation and Jim Crow laws by
the African-American residents of Montgomery, but a highly
organized movement that had been slowly gathering steam, yet
waiting for the right moment to burst forth on the public scene.
Black activists had begun to build a case around the arrest of a 15-
year-old girl, Claudette Colvin. On March 2, 1955, Colvin was
handcuffed, arrested and forcibly removed from a public bus when
she refused to give up her seat to a white man. At the time, Colvin
was active in the NAACP's Youth Council, a group to which Rosa
Parks served as Advisor.

Parks was

. 5,000 At Meeting
raising money

fiuiline Boycoll;

for Colvin's Bullet Clips Bus
defense, but ]

when E.D. T R
Nixon learned e Che

that Colvin was i Torh
pregnant, it was e Light' -
decided that S
Colvin was an

unsuitable

symbol for their
cause.
Strategists
believed that the
segregationist
white press
would use Colvin's pregnancy to undermine any boycott. The
NAACEP also had considered, but rejected, earlier protesters
deemed unable or unsuitable to withstand the pressures of cross-
examination in a legal challenge to racial segregation laws.

In Montgomery, the first four rows of bus seats were reserved for
white people. Buses had "colored" sections for black people—who
made up more than 75 % of the bus system's riders—generally in
the rear of the bus. These sections were not fixed in size, but were
determined by the placement of a movable sign. Then they had to
move to seats in the rear, stand, or, if there was no room, leave the
bus. The driver also could move the "colored" section sign, or
remove it altogether. If white people were already sitting in the
front, black people could board to pay the fare, but then had to
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disembark and reenter through the rear door, if they made it in time
before the doors closed.

Parks boarded the Cleveland Avenue bus at around 6 p.m.,
Thursday, December 1, 1955, in downtown Montgomery. She paid
her fare and sat in an empty seat in the first row of back seats
reserved for blacks in the "colored" section, which was near the
middle of the bus. As the bus traveled along its regular route, all of
the white-only seats in the bus filled up. The bus reached the third
stop in front of the Empire Theater, and several white passengers
boarded.

In 1900, Montgomery had passed a city ordinance for the purpose
of segregating passengers by race. So, following standard practice,
bus driver James F. Blake noted that the front of the bus was filled
with white passengers and there were two or three men standing,
and thus moved the "colored" section sign behind Parks and
demanded that four black people give up their seats in the middle
section so that the white passengers could sit.

l=:-1~1 il l|! ”
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By Parks' account, Blake said,
"Y'all better make it light on

| yourselves and let me have those
seats." Three of them complied.
Parks moved, but toward the
window seat; she did not get up to
move to the newly repositioned
colored section. Blake then said,
"Why don't you stand up?" Parks
responded, "I don't think I should
have to stand up." And he said,
‘Well, if you don't stand up, I'm
going to have to call the police and
have you arrested.' [ said, "You
may do that."

That evening, Nixon conferred with Alabama State College
professor Jo Ann Robinson about Parks' arrest and case. Robinson,
a member of the Women's Political Council (WPC), stayed up all
night mimeographing over 35,000 handbills announcing a bus
boycott. The Women's Political Council was the first group to
officially endorse the boycott.

On Sunday, December 4, 1955, plans for the Montgomery Bus
Boycott were announced at black churches in the area, and a front-
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page article in The Montgomery Advertiser helped spread the
word. At a church rally that night, attendees unanimously agreed to
continue the boycott until they were treated with the level of
courtesy they expected, until black drivers were hired, and until
seating in the middle of the bus was handled on a first-come basis.

That Monday night, 50 leaders of the African American
community gathered to discuss the proper actions to be taken in
response to Parks' arrest. E.D. Nixon said, "My God, look what
segregation has put in my hands!" Parks was the ideal plaintiff for
a test case against city and state segregation laws. Martin Luther
King stated that, "Mrs. Parks...was regarded as one of the finest
citizens of Montgomery—not one of the finest Negro citizens, but
one of the finest citizens of Montgomery." Parks was securely
married and employed, possessed a quiet and dignified demeanor,
and was politically savvy.

It rained the day of
the boycott, but the
black community
persevered. Some
rode in carpools,
while others
traveled in black-
operated cabs that
charged the same
fare as the bus, 10
cents. Most of the
remainder of the
40,000 black
commuters walked,
some as far as 20
miles. In the end,
the boycott lasted
for 382 days. Dozens of public buses stood idle for months,
severely damaging the bus transit company's finances, until the law
requiring segregation on public buses was lifted.

The black community's bus boycott marked one of the largest and
most successful mass movements against racial segregation. It
sparked many other protests, and it catapulted King to the forefront
of the Civil Rights Movement.



