“Consistent quality of productions and

integrity of theme and presentation.”

Smithsonian Institution
Washington, D.C.

Kravis Center for the Performing Arts
West Palm Beach, Florida

“A glimpse into the past, into our
souls, with wit and genuine

American ingenuity.”

The Annenberg Center
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

The Bushnell Center for the Performing Arts :
Hartford, Connecticut fJ_-:;
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Mad River Theater Works is a touring
ensemble deeply rooted in the Midwest.

We create plays that combine music and drama
W\ to tell stories about people from the small
towns of America. Our plays are not only enter-

taining, but have ties to the school curriculum.

We often reth back into history to highlight 2007-2008
the personalities and events that shaped our
nation. Our plays explore contemporary issues. Performances

Theater is a mirror that reflects our joys and dif-
ficulties, illuminating the choices we face in an
increasingly complex world.
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NO EASY WALK

AVAILABLE FALL 2007!

wvww.madrivertheater.org

JOHN HENRY
Nothin’ but
a Man

AVAILABLE SPRING 2008!

John Henry is a well-known figure of American folklore.
Born in poverty in rural West Virginia, John Henry’s incredi-
ble size and strength became legendary as he worked
laying track for the railroads that criss-crossed the coun-
tryside in the late nineteenth century. No one could match
his skill or his endurance, until the invention of the steam-
powered driver, that is. We remember John Henry for his
famous contest with this newfangled machine. He won the
day, but died soon afterwards of a broken heart. John
Henry realized that ordinary men could not compete with
the iron workhorses of the industrial revolution and that
the days of men like him were numbered. John Henry uses
storytelling, drama, and music to bring the story of an
American legend to life. It is a tale that speaks to young
and old alike and carries a strong contemporary parallel
about the importance of our humanity in the face of

changing technology.




